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New Concept for the Oberstufe 
 

 

1. Leistungskurs-Streaming 

 

In the context of improving the timetable and allowing more courses to run parallel, future Y10 students are 

to pick from a set combination of LKs that have proven to be popular over the last (almost) ten years of 

Oberstufe at Phorms: 

 
Englisch/Bildende Kunst  Biologie/Bildende Kunst Mathematik/Bildende Kunst Deutsch/Bildende Kunst 

Englisch/Biologie  Biologie/Geografie     Mathematik/Geografie Deutsch/Geografie 

Englisch/Deutsch  Biologie/Geschichte  Mathematik/Geschichte Deutsch/Geschichte 

Englisch/Geografie    

Englisch/Geschichte   

Englisch/Mathematik   

 

For this to work, we would need two LKs for English so that we have the following parallel scenario: 

LK Englisch1 LK Englisch2 

LK Biologie LK Bildende Kunst 

LK Mathematik LK Geografie 

LK Deutsch LK Geschichte 

 
2. GK Bildende Kunst / GK Musik / GK Ensemblemusik 

 

Future Y10 students are to choose between GK Musik and GK Bildende Kunst so that these two courses can 

run parallel. Only few students in the past have taken both subjects in Oberstufe. Irrespective of this choice, 

the students can take GK Ensemblemusik that runs in the afternoon: 

 

„Um diesen [Ensemblemusik-]Kursen in den vollen Wochenstundenplänen der Schulen noch Raum geben zu können, 

wird auch praktiziert, dass die drei Musikensemblestunden hintereinander liegen und etwas aus dem Stundenplan 

herausragen, z.B. Chor/ Orchester in der 9./10./11. Stunde.“ (FB Musik Nr. 6, S. 5) 

 
3. Course Changes 

 

Y11 and Y12 students may change their courses in the first two weeks of the new school year as long as it 

does not affect the timetable, i.e. they can only drop and add courses according to a draft schedule that will 

be finalised before the summer break. 

 

Future Y10 students will initially be limited to a maximum of 42 courses. After the timetable has been 

finalised, academically strong students may pick additional courses as long as it fits into their timetable. 

 
4. “Schnupperwoche”  

 

During one week in February, the Y10 students are allowed to visit various LK lessons to gain a better 

understanding of expectations, methods and contents in each of the LK subjects offered. They will have to 

document these lesson visits and they will be excused from their regular Y10 classes for these periods.  
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5. 5th PK – Presentation Exam 

 

Students who have held excellent 5th PK presentation exams will be encouraged to present them again for 

interested pupils of Y10 and Y11, so that the students can learn from each other. 

 

Furthermore, in the first half of 12th grade, a project day is organised to prepare for the 5th PK, where basic 

requirements and expectations for each examinee are discussed and various workshops offer opportunities 

for practice. At the same time, the teachers are available for consultations. In this way, the principle of 

equality in preparation for the 5th PK is taken into account. 

 
6. Five Basic Principles for Quality Assurance 

 

The following five principles will help ensure a certain level of quality and hopefully set us apart from our 

public and private counterparts: 

 

6.1 Communication 

All students in grades 11 and 12 as well as all teachers involved in the Oberstufe need to be informed about 

Klausuren (exams) and other events (workshops, career counselling, excursions, ski trips, rehearsals etc.) 

ahead of time. Any changes to exam dates and events need to be communicated, especially to those affected 

by the alterations. 

 

6.2 Flexibility 

Even the most meticulous of planning cannot prepare us for unforeseen circumstances. Both students and 

teachers need to show flexibility when faced with unexpected changes in the schedule. These changes, 

however, need to be communicated in due time to expect a certain degree of versatility. 

 

6.3 Transparency 

All students have a right to know how they are being assessed and they may, at any time, inquire about their 

grades. At the beginning of each semester, it makes sense to clarify which assessments are included in the 

Allgemeiner Teil and how they are weighted. Klausuren need to be discussed when returned so that the 

students understand in which areas they can improve. 

 

6.4 Professionalism 

Not only in the context of our institutional integrity as a state-recognised bilingual Gymnasium, but also in 

our position as role models we teachers need to display a high level of skill, comprehensive knowledge of 

Abitur regulations in general and for our particular subject, good judgement and polite behaviour that the 

students can look up to. 

 

6.5 Compassion 

We must never forget that we are dealing with young adults who have more to deal with in their lives than 

school. This is why we accompany and advise our students even in difficult situations and work closely with 

them to find ways to support them individually. 


